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THE ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN 


Official Journal of the Association of Assistant Librarians 
(Section of the Library Association) 


Epitor: D. HARRISON 
Central Library, Manchester 2. 


A Brown Study 


” 


charging systems by independent method study experts 


in comparison with each other, and with Brown, is overdue. 





shrugging aside new ideas with the same aplomb. 


” 


must call in “independent method study experts 


utility of token or photo charging. 


which has not even been carefully considered. 


informed opinion based on evidence systematically procured. 
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Readers of the May Assistant will have learned that a great number 
of motions were passed at the Liverpool Conference. These have now 
been considered by A.A.L. Council and though some were, as Mr. Jones 
puts it in Council Notes, “incapable of development”, others were 
developed forthwith, and among other things, the Council of the Library 
Association has been asked “to institute a fully costed study of book 


One hopes that this matter will be accorded the serious consideration 
which is its due. Both token and photo charging have passed the experi- 
mental stage in this country, and an objective assessment of their efficiency 


' Too many of us are ready to listen to third-hand evidence of the 
defects of new methods without considering their advantages with the 
same eagerness, so saving ourselves the inconvenience of clambering from 
our rut and grappling with new problems. One cannot imagine a man 
| of business whose income depends on the efficiency of his methods 


In these days of specialisation, librarians can hardly be expected to 
decide for themselves the best way to issue a book, hence it seems we 
with the requisite 
statistical training. Their necessity is underlined by the apparent inability 
of many of us to make anything but wildly superficial guesses about the 


It should not need repeating that librarians have a duty to the 
public to carry out the routine side of their work as smoothly as possible, 
both for simple reasons of economy and, more important, to allow the 
maximum possible staff time to be spent on those other duties which one 
hears about ad nauseam—and occasionally notices being done—book 
selection, stock revision, assistance to readers, purposive publicity. Nor 
can we expect our junior staff to acquire confidence in a profession in 
which the basic method they use every day may be inferior to another 


Perhaps we will discover that old Father Brown (or was it Mother 
Browne?), who has served us so faithfully all these years, is still the 
best issuer of books to borrowers. More likely we will discover that 
both old and new methods have their uses. At any rate it is time that 
our knowledge of the comparative efficiency of charging methods was 
lifted from the levels of conjecture and prejudice to the realm of 





| Editor’s Change of Address 


The Editor’s address is now Central Library, St. Peter’s Square, 
| Manchester, 2, and he will be grateful if copies of library publi- 





cations—and of course articles and correspondence—are sent to 
this address. 
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Fiction Index. 


We apologise for the typographical error in “ Talking Points ” (July 
issue, page 132) which made it read as though “. . . the compilers [of 
Fiction Index] . . . will probably appear in 1960.” What will actually 
appear in 1960 is Fiction Imdex Three, after which the present compilers 
will be unable to continue. Mr. Cotton was naturally quick to note the 


error, and writes in further explanation of the present situation as 
follows : — 


“Mr. Glencross and I are working on the third volume in the series, 
which will include all the material in volumes one and two, augmented 
and corrected, with entries for books published or announced up to 3lst 
December, 1959, the whole being in one sequence. This volume should 
appear in mid-1960. 

“To preserve the continuity of the series it is essential that any 
members interested in assuming the task of compilation should be 
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recruited in the not-too-distant future, so as to allow them a good period 
in which to absorb the methods already employed, to consider sugges- 
tions, and to formulate their own modus operandum. The number of 
compilers need not be restricted to two. 


“T can promise interested members that the work involved, though 
hard and continuous, is stimulating and absorbing. It vastly increases 
one’s knowledge of world fiction and gives great satisfaction in the know- 
ledge that the information presented is not available to the book world in 
any other form. 


“Mr. Glencross and I will naturally co-operate as fully as possible 
with our successors to ensure the continued success and improvement of 
the series.” 


A.A.L. CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


REVISION COURSES, SEPTEMBER—DECEMBER, 1958. 

A limited number of Registration and Final courses will be available 
to run from September to December. These short period courses are 
reserved exclusively for those students who have already sat the examina- 
tion in the subjects required. Overseas students are ineligible. 

The closing date for application is 25th August; after this date no 
application will be considered. 


The closing date for application was previously announced as 
25th August, but in view of the dates for posting the summer examina- 
tion results as announced in the June “ Library Association Record,” 
applications for revision courses will now be accepted up to seven 
days after the results are notified. 

FULL LENGTH COURSES. 

Application for F.P.E., Registration and Final courses beginning 
November, 1958, must be completed and returned by 30h September. 
Full particulars of the courses offered are given in the current edition of 
the Students’ Handbook. 

FoRMS, FEES AND ENQUIRIES. 

Forms may be obtained from the A.A.L. Hon. Education and Sales 
Officer, Mr. J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 49, Halstead Gardens, London, N.21, 
who will be pleased to answer any enquiries concerning the courses. 
Stamped addressed envelopes for replies would be appreciated. The fee 
for each course is £3 10s. Od., plus 10s. extra to students in Africa, 
America, Asia and Australasia. 
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Library Education To-day 


Philip Whiteman’s article which appeared in the June Assistant, 
called for the speedier adoption of a system of full-time education for 
all librarians. Now read on... . 


Be Practical, Mr. Whiteman 


Mr. Whiteman’s article, ““ Library education to-day,” seems to be 
a first-class piece of coat-trailing, parts of which are based upon the 
doubtful premise that the A.A.L’s. support of the idea of full-time 
schools is merely a paper gesture. While it is readily conceded that 
there must be a body of cynical opinion which still regards the full-time 
schools with suspicion, I think that I can assure Mr. Whiteman that 
the A.A.L. Council, as such, has sufficient common sense to realise that 
full-time training is the ultimate goal in librarianship. I hardly think 
that this calls for a public declaration by the Council, many of whose 
members have every reason to be grateful to the Schools. Neither do 
I believe that the Council is guilty of deliberate evasion of the issue, 
as Mr. Whiteman suggests. 


We are constantly being reminded of the excellence of the public 
library service in Scandinavian countries and in the U.S.A., and of the 
enlightened attitude towards professional education there, but there is 
another side to the picture. Few of the countries cited can boast a 
really nation-wide and active library service. There are areas lacking 
any form of library service, although in other areas which are served, 
the provision is no doubt excellent. The point is that all this excellence 
is concentrated in comparatively few bundles. It goes without saying 
that the library service in this country is far from perfect, but I suggest 
that we, too, have our areas of excellence, and that the schools are 
doing their bit in training staffs to man them. Let us not lose sight of 
the fact that for some time to come, it will not be possible for all who 
wish to attend full-time Schools of Librarianship to do so. Is it there- 
fore so wrong to provide alternative means of study? One would 
readily admit that such alternatives are inferior to full-time study, if 
only because they must be undertaken after working hours. To this 
end, the A.A.L. organizes correspondence courses, but, while this is 
an important part of the A.A.L. activities, it is not the only one. Its 
week-end conferences, divisional activities, successful publications pro- 
gramme and support for revision schools are surely representative of 
the A.A.L’s. attempt to “advance professional education” (Mr. White- 
man’s own words). 


As far as Mr. Whiteman’s suggestions to the Council are concerned, 
it would seem that (a) the call to declare itself in favour of full-time 
education could be accepted with the deletion of the words “as the 
only appropriate method,” that (b) to urge the L.A. Council to make 
full-time education, and the passing of Registration at one sitting, com- 
pulsory, is impracticable and, therefore, that (c) concerning the restric- 
tion of correspondence courses to specialized alternatives at Final 
level, would represent a sad breach of faith with many assistants who 
are at present unable to take advantage of full-time schools. One must, 
surely temper the ideal with the practical. 


E. F. Ferry, Deputy County Librarian, Derbyshire. 
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The Struggling Student 


I have read Mr. Whiteman’s article on Library Education with some 
interest, and would like to make some comment on his recommendations 
to the A.A.L. 


Certain questions immediately spring to mind when we read of the 
“sentimental appeals ” and the “ alleged plight” of students. Sentimental 
or not, it is perhaps worth wondering how many students can afford to 
lose a year’s salary, even if they are lucky enough to receive a grant 
from their local authority. And how many students would be lucky if 
every unqualified assistant applied for a grant, as they certainly would 
be obliged to do under Mr. Whiteman’s proposals? 


Mr. Whiteman also-advocates that we must pass all of the Regis- 
tration Examination at one sitting. One wonders how many librarians 
there are in the country who have done just this. Be reasonable, Mr. 
Whiteman, and don’t kill the hopes of struggling students altogether! 
It is, I think, widely recognised that the Registration syllabus is too 
large to be crammed into one year’s work even at full-time school for 
passes in all four groups at the same time. The course could, I suppose, 
be lengthened, but that would only make the plight of we impecunious 
students even harder. 


In this month’s ‘Liaison we read that the profession is desperately 
short of qualified assistants. Preferable as full-time. Library Schools 
certainly are, I do not think that Mr. Whiteman’s proposals would help 
the situation. Rather, I think, would they be inclined to drive people 
away from a career which has already so many obstacles strewn in the 
path to success. Let us raise the standards of the profession by all means, 
but let us not raise them beyond the bounds of reason. Whether the 
appeals of students are sentimental or not is a questionable point, but 
lam positive that the student’s plight is anything but “alleged”. 


D. C. Honour, Birmingham Public Libraries. 


Better Tutors Wanted 


Mr. Whiteman asks the Council of the A.A.L. practically to cease 
its correspondence courses, and to declare that full-time education is the 
only method that should be used by students. He asks why the A.A.L. 
has not taken this course before. The answer lies with the Library 
Schools themselves. The A.A.L. should not support the Library Schools 
fully until it is satisfied that they are completely adequate. 


Mr. Whiteman touched upon the real truth of the situation when 
he mentioned the criticism made of lecturers for their lack of training 
as teachers. The fact that other professions may suffer from the same 
difficulties does not make them less important. 


As Mr. Whiteman has said, the Library Schools started after the 
war “on an emergency basis to meet an emergency situation”; in conse- 
quence, adequately trained tutors could not easily be found. But the 
Schools have now become an established part of Librarianship, so much 
so, that it is time that the recruitment, selection and training of tutors 
should have become more efficiently organized. 


It is not suggested that the solution of this problem rests entirely 
with the Library Schools. The very acute shortage of full- and part-time 
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tutors is appreciated, but there is quite a number of tutors who s/ould 
not be teaching, because they lack the necessary qualities, have not made 
sufficient preparation in their subjects. do not understand their students 
needs, have not received training in the eTective presentation of material, 
or because they have been teaching the same subject for too long 


Surely it is preferable for a student to take a correspondence course, 
than to accept tuition from a lecturer who will turn enthusiasm into 
frustration, and a possible success into a certain failure. 

Until this problem of an adequate supply of well-trained Library 
School tutors is solved, | cannot but believe that the call for A.A.L 
support and the cessation of the correspondence courses is premature 

I am making these criticisms, not because I agree with reactionaries 
who do not accept the idea of full-time education, but because I firmly 
believe that the Library Schools are the only basis upon which profes- 
sional education should be based in the future. 


DEREK Jones, Lambeth Public Libraries 


Shortage of Chained Librarians 


“It is true to say to-day that there is not within the Prison Service a 
single trained librarian. Nor, in the course of various enquiries, have | 
been able to discover a single case of a trained librarian being committed 
to prison as an inmate! It has been said that every trade, occupation 
and profession has its representatives in prison; but librarians seem to 
be the exception that proves the rule. Whether it is an occupation 
peculiarly sheltered from the ordinary temptations of life ; or one which 
provides some special mental satisfaction which negates crime ; or whether 
it attracts a particularly guileless type of person—who can say?” 


BAN«kS, F. Teach them to live. Parrish. 1958. 
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Interlingua versus Esperanto 


It is good to see that Mr. B. C. Sexton (Assistant Librarian, June 
1958. p. 125) acknowledges the need for an international language instead 
of summarily condemning the idea, as so frequently happens. It is all 
the stranger, therefore, that his sympathies should lie with such an unneces- 
sary and insufficient project as Interlingua. 


The language is unnecessary, since it attempts to achieve results 
already realized by Esperanto, which during its 71 years of existence has 
long since become the accepted international language. Interlingua is. 
moreover, not international enough. Unlike Esperanto, which was created 
from Romance, Teutonic and Slavonic elements, its vocabulary has been 
taken sole!y from Romance sources and thus has no affinity with Rus- 
sian. In an age of atomic power and sputniks, such a deficiency is in 
itself enough to render the language almost useless. 


An international language must be simple, regular. logical, and 
phonetic. Esperanto is all these, and more: it is a living language, 
written and spoken daily by countless people, even by children of various 
nationalities who have no other common tongue. 


For decades, Esperanto has achieved what Interlingua is only now 
attempting. The Centro de Esploro kaj Dokumentado, a department of 
the Universala Esperanto-Asocio, maintains close liaison with UNESCO. 
UNESCO's Index Translationum includes bibliographies of translations 
into Esperanto. Theses and dissertations are published on chemical, 
mathematical, geological and other scientific topics. Brazil publishes an 
official Statistika Resumo de Brazilo. Over seventy periodicals appear 
regularly, many, such as Scienca Revuo, Geografia Revuo, and Medicina 
Revuo, entirely in Esperanto. 


In the field of pure literature, Esperanto has accomplished much. 
In addition to there being a vast collection of original works, much of the 
world’s finest writing has been translated. The Esperanto version, for 
example, of Pan Tadeusz, the epos by Adam Mickiewicz, which in English 
exists only in undistinguished prose, retains the Alexandrines and all the 
beauty of the original. Anthologies have been published of Polish, 
Catalan, Bulgarian, Belgian, Hungarian, Swedish, Czech, and English 
literature. La Sankta Biblio, to which The Times Literary Supplement 
accorded “a certain majestic roundness of tone and rhythm,” and the 
Angla Antologio have recently been added to the library of the House 
of Lords. A bibliography to show to what extent Esperanto has been 
used is not appended to this letter; Mr. Sexton is referred instead to the 
catalogue of the library of the British Esperanto Association, which 
contains over thirty thousand works. 


The achievements of Esperanto in the furtherance of cultural and 
intellectual international relations and peaceful co-existence was recog- 
nized in 1954 by the acceptance of a resolution by the General Confer- 
ence of UNESCO in Montevideo which Mr. Sexton will find cited on 
p. 233 of the Daily Mail Year Book, 1956. 


It is true that the international language seems destined for a great 
future in documentation, but one feels that if Mr. Sexton is championing 
Interlingua, then he is putting his money on the wrong horse. Perhaps 
he is not aware that there is a chair of Esperanto in the university of his 
own city. 

KENNETH WILSON, Leicester City Libraries. 
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Appointment, or disappointment? 
by S. M. Jarvis, Aldershot Public Library 


Contrary to the general labour situation, and in marked contrast to 
the difficulty experienced in obtaining recruits to the profession, it is a 
fact that senior posts in librarianship arouse keen competition. So much 
so that I would say that the external appearance of an application could 
be a deciding factor in the selection for a short list. It is only through 
a short list that a candidate can win the chance of hitting the committee 
with the full force of his or her personality! 


The constant review of our method of application is essential there. 
fore, and it is in this spirit that the following comments and suggestions 
are offered. 


Remember the periodicals in which posts may be advertised. The 
T.L.S. and the Municipal Journal have most, but advertisements have 
appeared occasionally in only the L.A.R. or even The Times. 


Read the advertisement very carefully, then give time for the full 
implications of the job to sink in. It is surprising how different the 
advertisement may seem on second reading. 


Find out, for example, just what name or title the library system likes 
to go by. Notice particularly the address to which applications must be 
sent. Note, of course, the closing date and get your application in early. 
Your enthusiasm for the job is in no small way indicated by the prompt- 
ness of your reply. 


Make sure from the advertisement that you really are qualified to 
apply. Don’t waste your time and other people’s in “ chancing your arm,” 
because your application will fall out in the very first selection. 


Before you write an application find what you can about the system 
you are considering. Use the Library, Museums and Art Galleries Y ear- 
book, the L.A. list of members and the Who’s Who in Librarianship 
to seek information on positions and personalities. 


Check the position of the town—find its guide in the Reference 
Library or send for it. Get the atmosphere of the job in the setting of 
the town the library serves. Remember that you may spend the rest of 
your life in the district so the time spent in as much preliminary investi- 
gation as possible will be well worthwhile. 


When the situation has been sized up it is time to shape the appli- 
cation. Do it in rough, first, even if a form is supplied. Think not only 
of everything you can say for yourself but just what points it would pay 
to emphasise as bearing directly on the position advertised. 


Remember that though your career may seem to deserve a very 
long account it may be embarrassing to the librarian or members of his 
selection committee, when they have to read over a score of such 
screeds. Their preference will be for the persons who understand their 
plight and introduce tabulation and summary into their applications 
whenever possible, unless definitely asserted otherwise. 

Personal details in brief are usually the first requirement. These 
may be tabulated under such headings as Name, Address, Date of Birth 
and Age, Education, Qualifications, Previous Appointments and Present 
Appointments. j 
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Now under Experience can come a fuller description of your career 
to date. It can be broken down under the periods of your experience, 
in various positions or in different systems. This summary must throw 
light on all those aspects of your career which may fit you best for the 
job you are after. This is the part of your application which is most 
vital. It must be clear and ordered and you must put your experience 
over with your own personality. 


Follow your library experience with your experience as an enthusi- 
astic student of librarianship. If you have taken part in A.A.L. activities 
or committees say so. 


This application should be accompanied by a covering letter to the 
librarian or chairman of the library committee or clerk to the authority, 
as directed. Such a letter should state where you saw the advertisement 
and repeat the title of the post you seek. You may care to add your own 


' assurances of enthusiasm and loyalty. 


Now add a title page to these sheets and staple them all together. 
The result is an application which looks interesting and easy to read. 
Put it in an envelope without folding it and its freshness will further 


impress. 


If you have been fortunate enough to be responsible for printed 
articles, booklists, bulletins or other activities for which you possess a 
graphic or photographic record, these copies could be enclosed, but 
don’t stretch this angle too far or you may overshadow your application. 


Mention in your covering letter that you are enclosing.such material 
and indicate whether you eventually wish it to be returned. 


Remember that typewritten applications are better favoured and 
do not forget your signature! 


May I have the pleasure of meeting you on our next short list! 
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Report from Scotland 


. 
A.A.L. At Glasgow, to the A.A.L. (née L.A.A.), on June 11th, 1958, | s 


the birth of a division, West of Scotland. Both doing fine! 


It is not often that the A.A.L. has a birth to announce, but this 
baby has the opportunity of telling the family of its arrival by writing 
its Own press notices. 


A bouncing division of about 333 members has belatedly emerged 
to the light of day under the guiding midwifery of the Scottish School 





1° 
| 


of Librarianship and John Jones, Hon. Secretary, who ventured through | 


the Tartan Curtain with his little black bag to assist us at the delivery, 
The President fathered the idea in March, at Falkirk, when he addressed 
the L.A. branches of East and West Scotland. The School adopted it, 
accepted pre-natal advice from various sources, and drafted the birth 
certificate petition at a lively meeting on April 30th. 


Now we have well and truly arrived and had a baptismal sermon 
from a friendly neighbour, W. B. Paton, F.L.A., of Lanark. Since we 
will need feeding regularly with stationery and funds, we may help to 
strengthen the Council’s case for an increased Family Allowance from 
the L.A. At intervals, our committee will be changed, and soon our 
teething troubles will begin. During the winter we will be taking our 
first hesitant steps into the shadowy wonderland of Scottish librarian- 
ship, where some assistants live a fairy-tale existence and others have 
kelpies and Loch Ness Monsters looming among the braes. We may 
prove to be a precocious child, but we shall certainly need schooling in 
the lore of the A.A.L. family circle before we sprout adolescent sub- 
committees and try our strength. 
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We look forward to being able to be called a credit to our old 
lady parent and who knows what we shall achieve. It has been said 
‘that the finest prospect a Scot knows is the road leading into England, 
so finally we hope to produce a Scottish president to take the council 
by storm as he comes in on a wave of whisky and pibroch with the 
heather growing out of his ears and a kilt swishing round his sturdy 
knees. Perhaps that is too-far-sighted or second-sighted, but here we 
enter the family album and make our debut. 


In territory we stretch from Gaelic-speaking Oban in north Argyll 
to marriage-making Gretna Green on the borders. Along the Atlantic 
coast there is a member on the island of Great Cumbrae all by himself 
and as a contrast, in the Glasgow conurbation about 120 are to be 
found, over 30 of them incarcerated in the Mitchell Reference Library! 
In municipal, university, county and special libraries of all sorts we are 
definitely a mixed infant, sprawling over the West of Scotland’s ten 
counties. 

So here we are. Gie’s yer haun’, we’re pleased tae know ye! 

J. MALCOLM ALLAN, Honorary Secretary, 


West of Scotland Division. 


And A Reminder 
The fanfare you give to the West of Scotland Division of the A.A.L. 





sent me to the Mitchell Library to consult the files of The Library Assis- 


| tant, in order to refresh my memory of far-off things. As the founder 


of the Division described in Volume XII, and as its first honorory secre- 
tary, | read at the meeting on 2nd June, 1915, a wire from Norman 
Treliving (President of the L.A.A.) and a letter from Mr. W. Benson 


' Thorne (Honorary Secretary) welcoming the new Division on behalf of 


the Council in London. We had a membership of about fifty. Within a 


| few months I left Glasgow for Dunfermline, and in less than two years 
) there were three changes in the Chair and in the Secretaryship. The 


Division lasted for about three years when, like some others, it went 
dormant because of war-time difficulties. The records indicate that the 
Division was welcomed by assistants, and it could have been revived but 
for the fact that the Scottish Library Association formed a West of Scot- 
land Branch, and this supplanted the Division. I may add that credit is 
due to those of us who worked for the Division inasmuch as, behind the 
scenes, we pioneered library classes in Glasgow, the first tutor in a volun- 
tary scheme being the subscriber. It will be gathered that the beginnings 
of the activities of the Scottish School of Librarianship go a long way 
back. It is good to know that youngsters are again knocking at the door, 
but one does wish that these youngsters had some knowledge of local 
library history, a subject, unfortunately, now held in little regard by their 
mentors here and in London. 

R. D. MAcLEop, Editor, Library Review. 


DOMINIUM MUSEUM, NEW ZEALAND. 


Museum Librarian (B.A., Dip. N.Z. Library School) in New Zealand, 
wishes to exchange positions with a specialist librarian in England for a 
‘period of 12 months. House available. Salary £850.—R. J. P. Carey, 
-Dominium Museum, Wellington, New Zealand. 
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A survey of recent articles in the professional press, by 
Alan Bill 


American librarians seem far more willing than we do to re-value 
public library aims and methods and to consider their place in to-day’ 
changing society. The papers given at a Conference called to make just 
such a revaluation were published in the Library Quarterly for October, 
1957, and although rather solid reading, they do give, as one of the 
speakers said, “a picture of the American Public Library in an era of 
exciting social change.”’ Outstanding among the papers is one by Robert 
Leigh (author of “ The Public Library in the U.S.A.”) on “ The chang. 
ing concepts of the public library idea.” He surveys the developments of 
the past few years: the National Plan for Public Library Service of 1948, 
the Public Library Inquiry, and ihe new standards recently adopted by 
the A.L.A. There has been a growing realisation of the inadequacies of 
the small local unit and an increased emphasis on regional services: an 
interesting paral:el to developments in this country. 


The January, 1958, issue of Library Trends deals with Library Co- 
operation. It places the emphasis not on schemes for saving through 
sharing (which for many libraries seems to mean economy through spong- 
ing) but on the positive aspects of building and increasing library resources 
through co-operation. Although the chapter on “ Library co-operation 
in Great Britain ” is on a subject well covered in our own periodicals, it 
is well worth reading. The author is Mr. Harrison from the Manchester 
School of Librarianship, and the combination of an independent approach 
with an attempt to see things from the American point of view has pro- 
duced a frank and stimulating survey. Mr. Harrison is not afraid to 
speak plainly—‘ Most of these small public libraries are in the scheme 
... not for what they can put into it, but for what they can get out of it” 
(as he says, ‘‘ This is the sort of thing that has rarely been uttered in the 
more polite professional circles”! )—and the result is a welcome corrective 
to the more complacent surveys which have appeared here. These two 
issues of American periodicals both contain ample evidence that American 
librarianship is changing rapidly and an article on ““Mid-century American 
librarianship ” which useful'y summarises the contemporary scene appears 
in Libri, Vol. 7, No. 4 (1957-1958). 


Material of use to the student of “assistance to readers” does not 
often appear, and some recent articles are therefore particularly welcome 
One which should also be of use to the reference librarian is “ Current 
bibliographic services in the social sciences ” in American Documentation 
(July, 1957). There are 167 entries, with annotations, and both general 
and specialised material is included. The October, 1957, issue of the 
same periodical contains an article on the awe-inspiring National Union 
Catalogue published by the Library of Congress. For their $170 pa, 
the 1,100 subscribers (how many in this country?) receive monthly, quar- 
terly, annual and 5-yearly cumulations which list all post-1955 imprints 
received in the Library or reported to it. A valuable supplement to 
“Winchell” has appeared regularly in the January and July issues of 
College and Research Libraries since 1952, and the series is continued in 
the July, 1957 issue with “Selected reference books of 1956/7,” com- 
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piled by Miss Winchell herself. An article useful not so much for the 
information it contains, but as an example appeared in Aslib Proceedings 
for March, 1958: “ Information in oil.” Dealing in turn with the organ- 
jsations, journals, bibliographic services and yearbooks giving informa- 
tion on the petroleum industry, it sets out clearly the kind of material 
from which technical information is obtained. 


In spite of Mr. Smith’s talk of “ Ranganathan-inspired mumbo- 
jumbo” in the March Assistant, the subjects of classification and infor- 
mation-retrieval are important, and not even the fulminations of Mr. 
Howard Phillips can make them otherwise. This is a field in which 
British librarians can claim to be in the forefront, as was shown by the 
recent Conference held at Dorking. Jesse Shera gives an American report 
on the Conference in Library Resources and Technical Services for 
Winter, 1958, and it is refreshing to find frank acknowledgement of the 
valuable work being done by the Classification Research Group. A lack 
of interest in classification among American librarians has led them to 
exalt the virtue of the dictionary catalogue, and it is therefore significant 
to find “ The subject catalogue re-examined” in the Library Quarterly 
for July, 1957, with a realistic approach to its shortcomings. 


Although only by a legalistic interpretation of “ periodical” can the 
Aslib Annual Report for 1957 be included in this survey, it deserves some 
notice. For at least one faithful peruser of the stolid and uninspiring 
L.A. Annual Report, this summary of the valuable work being done by 
Aslib leads to thoughts about the number of things the L.A. doesn’t do 
but ought to. In one particular field, that of research, Aslib is planning 
some important work: its main current project is to sponsor (with the aid 
of a grant of £10,000 received from the National Science Foundation of 
the U.S.) a two-year investigation into the relative merits of various 
subject indexing methods. 


Some other articles of interest: “The microfilming of the Vatican 
Mss, Library ” (American Documentation, January, 1958), two American 
articles on paper-backs: “ A hard look at soft covers,” a miniature book- 
shop survey (Library Quarterly, January, 1958) and “Paperbacks in 
college libraries” (ALA Bulletin, January, 1958), a special issue of the 
ALA Bulletin (February, 1958) on library service for the “ gifted child.” 


Any attempt to read widely in the professional press brings the 
realisation on the one hand that useful articles turn up in all sorts of 
unlikely places, and on the other hand that some of our current periodi- 
cals are of singularly little value. A report on any articles of interest 
which anyone comes across in a non-library journal would be very wel- 
come; some comments on the inadequacies of our professional periodicals 
will be made in future articles. 
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